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Take Home Message

Get Rid of the Mouse! With Kids in the House?
The NPIC Specialist discussed with Carley the importance of ALWAYS reading a pesticide prod-
uct label, including the directions and precautionary statements, BEFORE using a product. The 
NPIC Specialist pointed out that the label of her product stated that placement packs and pellets 
are to be kept out of the reach from children or pellets are to be placed in tamper-resistant 
bait stations to prevent exposure to children.

The NPIC Specialist discussed the possibility for mice to gnaw on and tear up the placement 
packs and then scatter on the floor any remaining pellets.

Carley learned that their accident with Simone could easily have been prevented if the label di-
rections were followed and read more carefully.

Rodenticides are toxic to rodents (and unfortunately also to humans) in a variety of ways. Active 
ingredients in rodenticides that are anticoagulants (e.g., warfarin, diphacinone, and bromadi-
olone) disrupt the blood’s ability to clot, causing internal bleeding.

Products containing non-anticoagulant active ingredients are toxic in a variety of other ways. 
They are able to affect the nervous system (e.g., bromethalin). They increase the levels of cal-
cium in the blood, leading to kidney, liver, or heart failure (e.g., cholecalciferol). And lastly, they 
produce a lethal gas when ingested (e.g., zinc phosphide).

Carley checked the label of her product and saw that it contained bromadiolone, an anticoagu-
lant. The NPIC Specialist discussed that even though Simone was not currently exhibiting any 
symptoms of poisoning, onset of symptoms for anticoagulants can sometimes take from 36 
hours to several days to appear. 

Carley learned from the NPIC Specialist that it was important to read and follow the first aid in-
structions on the label after an exposure. Since she was not sure if Simone ingested any of the 
pellets, she was directed to call the Poison Control Center for emergency medical treatment 
information.
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